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REAL SURPRISES IN N.Y. SUMMER RTW: PART II 


The entries: WEDDING RING HALTERS -- thin 
golden necklace wires hold shirred jersey 
halter tops (Rudi Gernreich), and scienti- 
fically engineered print bras under Chan- 
nel jackets (Gene Berk for Paganne) ... 
CAFTANS get new lease on life -- in drama- 
tic, body-silhouetting, multi-color band- 
ed chiffon (Pauline Trigere), in African 
people printed gauze (Calvin Klein) 

VIABLE VOILES -- CREATIVE COTTON and syn- 
thetic MATTE JERSEYS -- and WHITE EYELET 
are the 3 big fabric successes. (Note: 
this is an update of FI's brief report in 
the February issue. ) 





THE LOOKS: loose chemises and shirt chem- 
ises, some sleeveless, many with polo clo- 
sures, wrap dresses -- 2-pieces that look 
like 1-piece (Kasper, Morty Sussman for 
Mollie Parnis Boutique) -- bare shoulder 
SUNDRESSES -- bare midriffs -- shirtjac 
dresses over bandeaux ... THE BIG TOPS: 
tank tops and T-shirts (even 1-shouldered 
at Gernreich) -- —- big ti tunic tops over pants 
-- camisoles, midriff tops, fly-aways —- 
bandeaux and bras important. 


THE DAY PANTS: loose cut everywhere —— 
wrap-around p: pants (Ralph Lauren), in white 
Qiana (Ole Borden for Rembrandt) -- and 
now JUMP-SUITS are back: with drawstring, 


for evening {John Kloss) -—- orange cotton 
jersey (Stephen Burrows) -- zip-front cham- 
bray for city wear (Ralph Lauren)-- zip- 
front tan chambray mechanic's jumpsuit and 


satin striped seersucker (Concept VII by 
Ronald Kolodzie). 


EVENING PAJAMAS are the coin of the realm 
for Summer (when they're 1-piece they're 
called culottes), many are in chiffon -- 
with ruffles (Gil Aimbez for Genre). EVEN- 
ING PANTSUITS register (Oscar de la Renta 
Couture, Anne Klein & Co., Clovis Ruffin 
(continued on page 4) 
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MENSWEAR PREVIEWS ADD DESIGNER SHOWINGS 


For the first time in its 16-year history, 
the Men's Fashion Association added a group 
showing by six top American menswear design- 
ers at its annual Spring-Summer Fashion 
Press Preview held last month in Dallas. 
Because of much interest, FI reviews them 
now. A report of the MFA's Press Clinics 
will appear in the next issue. 


THE BIG 6's BIG TRENDS: braid piping on 
pockets -- multiple pockets, as many as 
eleven on a single suit! -- high fashion 
STITCHING, from saddle stitching to contrast- 
ing ing color focus -- lots of khaki -- and 
TAILORED COTTONS. Two also . showed clothes 
for women. 


OSCAR de la RENTA for After Six had a great 
formula for summer vacationing at home: 
cotton coordinates of baseball type or other 
short jackets/pants worn without shoes or 
Shirt, in the afternoon -- then change into 
a matching: regular suit jacket, when guests 
arrive. Khaki, saddle stitched or not, and 
multiple snaps for closures, abound. For the 
office or whatever, all-cotton tailored 
suits -- lap seam detailing on light cotton 
twill suits -- white stitching on green, blue, 
or terra cotta, blue stiching on off-white. 


JOHN WEITZ for Palm Beach turns out beauti- 
ful texturized polyester knit suits -- a 
black one looks like mohair -- with braid 
piping on the pockets, at a sensible $80 re- 
tail. Good sports jackets, predominantly 
red and white linear plaids on black, are 
teamed with white duck gentlemen's jeans 
(they're cut bigger in back) -- but regular 
white slacks sport black stitching. 


PRINCE EGON VON FURSTENBERG showed marvelous-— 


ly imaginative prints, bright, but small enough 
not to look brash, on sportswear under $20 
His admirably printed white short-sleeved 
shirts which are made of Italian polyester 
(continued on 2) 


MENSWEAR (continued from page 1) 


cotton can go over swimsuits, and under 
blazers with white pants. Among his best 
figuratives: tiny tennis rackets with red 
tennis balls, on white. His second print 
theme is navy and white in coordinated 
pullovers, tops and cardigans; the best, 
white autos on navy ground, which are re- 
peated on the waistband and trim of compan- 
ion tops. 


BILL KAISERMAN of Rafael shows matching 
clothes for women. He does the most fab- 
ulously tailored suits this side of Savile 


Row -- in COTTON! Many are color-matched 
to his sports jackets -- and shirts -—- of 


the soft baby lambskin in bright colors 
and glossy finish which also goes into 


safari suits. Cotton gab comes in white 
suits and in a black suit with black gab- 
ardine shirt! He also uses gold cotton 
Italian army cloth for suits. His pocket 
news: two pleat-front breast pockets, and 


pannier pockets (wrongly called bellows) 
which hang free at sides and bottom. 


JOSHUA GESSEL for Bawi is Israeli born and 
hereby proclaimed the pocket king of clo- 
thiers: his signature coat linings have 4 
inside pockets, the jacket has two, and 

the pants have 5, for a total of 11! The 
extra ones on the trousers are two button- 
downs in back and a watch pocket in front, 
yet the pants look well fitted over the 
hips. The suits retail from $160 to $200, 
most are DB's with a high closure so too 
much shirt front doesn't show -- and they 
were worn open at the collar and tieless, 
for under-airconditioned comfort. The look 
is good with solid colored shirts in deeper 
tones than the suits. 


DIMITRI used to be a custom tailor. Now he 
and his wife collaborate on coordinated 
pant and skirted suits for women, too. 

His elegant collection also features pock- 
ets: patch pockets on contrasting vests, 
and tiny darts that approach the comfort 

of pouch pockets without being visible. 

And his evening suits offered a brand new 
slant on summer formals: an elegant black 


satin safari suit with matching black satin 


shirt -- a youth-oriented black uncut 
corduroy tux suit with vest and satin la- 
pels -- and a functional 3-piece black ga- 
bardine suit consisting of a DB trenchcoat, 
pants and shirt with button down breast 
pockets -- no jacket! 





SHOE DESIGNERS: HAS NADER GOT SOMETHING? 


"Shoes should be made for quality, health 
and safety, not only for fashion," con-_ 
sumer advocate Ralph Nader told a press 
conference sponsored by the Podiatry Socie- 
ty of the State of New York. "The stub 
toes of the 30's, the needle toes and stil- 
etto heels of the 50's which pitched the 
figure forward, and the insane high platforms 
of the 70's have caused immeasurable back 
misery, foot problems and accidents." 


The podiatrists, for their part, said 
Americans spend more than $200-million an- 
nually on foot care products, more than 
half of it on corn cures. But used indis- 
criminately or without a physician's cus- 
tom-fitting (arch supports, for instance), 
many items can be hazardous and even debili- 
tating -- especially to those with diabetes, 
much of which goes undetected, cardiovascu- 
lar ailment and, the most vulnerable seg- 
ment of the population, the aged, eight out 
of ten of whom have foot defects. They are, 
therefore, currently introducing legisla- 
tion for (1) cautionary labeling of over- 
the-counter products, and (2) the formulat- 
ing of a Consumer Protective Council on, 
Foot Care and Shoes. 


TUNEFUL "MAME" IS A FASHION SPECTACULAR 


Theadora van Runkle deserves an "Oscar" for 
the smashing wardrobe she created for 
Lucille Ball in the title role of Warner 
Brothers’ lilting musical "Mame," now at 
Radio City Music Hall in New York. 


The exciting costumes -- especially those 

with draping that out-Vionnets Vionnet -- 

and the spectacular Merry Widow hats bring 
sighs of envy from the women in the audience, 
and the clothes, especially, offer inspira- 
tion to designers in several categories. 


Ditto, the cuts and colors of Lucy's five 
show-stopping wigs: they progress from 
raven-haired brunette to soft brown -- a 
delicious looking blond is her most becoming, 
to everyone's surprise -- then the flaming 
red that is her trademark -- and, finally, 
she is an incredibly suave silver-haired 
widow. And, until you hear her gravelly 
voice, you'll never recognize Bea Arthur 
(TV's "Maude") in her gamine black Buster 
Brown wig, as Mame's girlhood friend Vera. 


UP-DATED LIST OF PARIS TREND-SETTING BOUTIQUES 


(Some of best known ones are intentionally omitted) 


RIGHT BANK 
(8th & 9th Arrondissements) 


JNS 3, 43 rue de la Chausse d‘Antin ... 
wide range of merchandise; sportwear 

Hit Parade, 33 rue de la Chausse d'Antin 
--. especially good for sportswear 

Best Seller, 52 rue de la Chaussee d'Antin 

Prisuic, 27 rue Mogador ... equivalent to 
Woolworth, but with great fashion image 
both in clothing and gifts 


Renast, 33 rue Tronchet ... young shoe boutique 
Voq, 74 rue Tronchet ... good RTW; accessories 


Madd, 20 rue Tronchet ... Sportswear and 
dresses ... knitwear. Designers and _ 
manufacturers are represented here 

Obrey, 11/13 rue Tronchet ... for watches 
and silver jewelry 

Eres Top Shop, 12 rue Tronchet ... out- 
standing boutique specializing in town 
and active sportswear 

Lil, 3 rue Tronchet ... knitwear boutique 
-.. important for fashion trends 

La Bagagerie, 13 rue Tronchet ... handbags 
+.. accessories 

Carel, 4 rue Tronchet ... better shoe bou- 
tique, with beautiful high-styled 
merchandise at high prices 

Pulcinella, 10 rue Vignon ... amusing bou- 


tique for jewelry, old clothes, bric-a-brac 


Knapp, 23 Faubourg St. Honore ... smart in- 
terpretation of couture without labels 

Cie de 1'Orient et de la Chine, 80 Fau- 
bourg St. Honore ... home furnishings 
and gifts ... RIW section 

Mac Douglas, 155 Faubourg St. Honore ... 
fur and leather coats, sportswear, 
accessories 

La Bottique, 11 Faubourg St. Honore ... 
St. Laurent accessories boutique 

Galerie Point Show, 66 Champs Elysees ... 
Cacharel merchandise 

_Galerie les Champs, 84 Champs Elysees ... 
including Susuya 

Gaston Jaunet, 42 rue Francois l-er ... 
well-known manufacturer's boutique 
selling his exclusive sportswear line 

Celine, 24 rue Francois l-er 

Cerruti, 3 Place de la Madeleine 

Morabito, 1 Place Vendome ... fine handbags, 
luggage and jewelry 

Chaumet Arcade, 12 Place Vendome ... fine 
jewelry 

Daniel Hechter, 12 Faubourg St. Honore 
-.. modern setting, opened last Fall 


(16th Arrondissement) 


Frank & Fils, 80 rue de Passy ... favorite 


specialty store ... quality clothes and 
accessories; reasonable prices 
Renoma, 129 rue de la Pompe ... expensive 
and, at times, unique merchandise for 
boys and girls 


(lst & 2nd Arrondissements) 


La Grande Truanderie, 111 rue St. Denis 
-.-. imported goods, mostly from the 
Middle and Far East. 

Sarah Shelburne, 10 rue de Cygne ... the | 
designer's own boutique, better RTW 

La Maison Bleue, 12 rue Pierre Lescot ... 
good knitwear and accessories 

Zozo, 21 rue Pierre Lescot ... sophistica- 
ted sportswear designed by Claude Cadiot 


LEFT BANK 

(th, 6th & 7th Arrondissements) 

Dorothee Bis, 33 rue de Sevres ... 
Jacqueline Jacobson ,.. 

Sweetvania, 9 rue de Sevres 

Tiffany, 10 rue de Sevres ... good assort- 
ment of "in" merchandise 

Marie Martine, 6 rue de Sevres 

Lupin, 17 rue de Chomel 

Popard (Chloe), 48/50 rue du Bac 

Vicky Tiel, 21 rue Bonaparte ... ready-to- 
wear designed by Vicky 

BBC One, 58 rue Bonaparte 

Le Point Rouge, 32 rue Guenegaud. 

Ter et Bantine, 19 rue Dauphine ... avant- 
garde junior ready-to-wear 

Gerard St. Albin, 48 rue Dauphine 

Anastasia, 8 rue St. Andre des Arts ... 
Imports and nostalgia 

Beige, 65 rue St. Andre des Arts ... sophis- 
ticated ready-to-wear and accessories 

Gudule, 4 rue de 1'Ancienne Comedie ... 
the total Gudule look 

Maud Frizon, 83 rue des Sts. Peres ... boots, 
shoes and sandals for men and women 

Fabrice, 26 & 54 rue Bonaparte ... trend- 
setting and avant-garde jewelry 

Francois Villon, 59 rue Bonaparte ... 
designer's shoes and boots 

Bob Shop, 14 rue du Four ... one of the 
best in Paris for sportswear 

Queenie, 12 rue du Four ... good selection 
of trendy merchandise 


knits by 
trendy junior RITW 


SUMMER RTW (continued from page 1) 


for Ruffinwear). OTHER EVENING TRENDS: 
strapless -- unfitteds -- layered and un- 
even hemlines -- CHIFFONS everywhere 
(Adele Simpson, others), often fine-pleat- 
ed (Anthony Muto for Marita) -- many as 
short dinner dresses. 


IMPORTANT NEW DETAILS: square necklines 
(Galanos, Halston, Oscar II, Beene Bag). 
NEWEST SLEEVES are short and rolled or 
cuffed ... kimono and cap sleeves trending. 
FAGOTTING RETURNS (Geoffrey Beene, Bren- 
ner Couture), with white silk floss (Glo- 
ria Sachs)) ... hemstitching (Ole Borden). 
Banded Necklines (Oscar Couture, Ole Bord- 
en), on bodice too (Brenner Couture), on 
skirt (Beene Boutique) .. CONTRAST PIPING 
-- navy on dramatic peach Qiana full length 


draped pointed poncho over full leg pants 


(Paganne) ... scalloped hem edges done with 
fluting on matte jersey (Burrows) ... and 


ruffles rant on. 


SOME HEAD-STOPPING FABRICS: MATTE JERSEY 
in COTTON -- multi-color (Albert Nipon, 
Stephen Burrows), multi-color embroidered 
(Gloria Sachs), dotted (Halston) ... in NYLON 
(Jonny Herbert, Kay Unger for St. Gillian, 
Ruffinwear) -- in QIANA NYLON (Don Breitin- 
ger for Harold Levine, Paganne) ... in 
OTHER SYNTHETICS -- black matte jersey 
(John Kloss, Scott Barrie) -- pearl gray 
(Hubert Latimer for Mollie Parnis Couture), 
pearl gray and hot pastels (Burrows) -- 
flesh color (Adele Simpson) -- snake print- 


ed for evening (Ilie Wacs) -- '"Transpara," 
a new glossy sheer Swiss jersey (Adele 
Simpson) -- and, the NEWEST: black or white 


matte jersey sewn in strips, their flat- 

lock (overcast) seams curling down on the. 
outside like a lettuce leaf or so many micro- 
mini ruffles (Concept VII). 


THE NEW WEIGHTLESS VOILES: mini-checked 
(Oscar Couture) -- striped (Halston) -- 
black shadow-striped (Concept VII), 


mitred stripes (Brenner Couture), multi- 
striped (Albert Nipon) -- long pleated 

(Belle Saunders for Abe Schrader) -- printed 
(Ole Borden, Calvin Klein, Shannon Rogers 

for Jerry Silverman) -- soutache-like embroi- 
dered (Brenner Couture) -- even in blouson 
suits with tank tops (Kasper). 


WHITE EYELET COTTON -- woven (Kasper for 
J.L. Sport, Ray Aghayan & Bob Mackie, Har- 
old Levine, Parnis Boutique, Ole Borden) 

-- knitted (Hazel and Bill Haire for Fried- 
ricks Sport) -- on batiste (Gloria Sachs). 


THE OTHER IMPORTANT SUMMER FABRICS: terry 
cloth everywhere -- stretch terry, in white 
(Betsey Johnson for Alley Cat), in pale 
pastels (Giorgio di Sant'Angelo), in hot 
pastels (Burrows) - MORE SHINY WET LOOKS 
-- shiny silk satins for evening (Bill 
Blass) -- green cire pantsuit, yellow slick- 


er trench pantsuit with rain hat (Oscar 
Couture) -- chintz suit with matching print 


voile blouse (Brenner Couture) ... SILK 
pongee and shantung at top houses ... crepe- 


de-chine..... Poplin ... CITY DENIMS: dark 
blue flecked (Oscar II), culotte rainsuit 
(Halston) ... Lots of chambray -- Qiana -- 


and newly softened Fibranne. 


"THE GREAT MERCHANTS" -- UPDATED EDITION 


The story and history of America's 25 fore- 
most retailing giants, 12 of whom do a multi- 
million-dollar business annually -- from the 
A & P and L. L. Bean to Webb's City -- in- 
cluding, for the first time, Bergdorf Good- 
man and Broadway-Hale, plus a chapter on 
"Retailing In The Future." Anecdotal, yet 
concise, it should interest all retailers, 
and all who do business with them. Written 
by Leonard Sloane of The New York Times, and 
Tom Mahoney, formerly of Fortune Magazine 
(Harper & Row, $8.95). 
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